What Are Your Research Interests?
Create a list of topics and areas of research that interest you using these prompts.
· What topics draw my curiosity? 


· What is/are my major(s)/minor(s)? Which topics among those would I be interested in exploring more?


· Are there any topics outside of my major or minor that I find fascinating?


· What subjects/classes have I taken that I really enjoyed? 


· What are my academic, career, and/or personal goals for the future? How do I see research complementing those? 


· What skills do I hope to develop through research (e.g., coding, laboratory techniques, interviewing, data analysis, policy analysis)?


· What topics do I find myself reading about or discussing outside of class?


· What populations, communities, or industries interest me? 


· What real-world problems would I like to explore?


Generate Search Terms
Look for common themes and topics within your responses to the above questions and develop a list of 5-10 keywords that align with your research interests. Using root words rather than full terms will return more results (ex. “clin psyc” instead of “clinical psychology”).




Search for a USC faculty mentor
Ways to find a mentor
· Browse the Faculty Research Database
· Sign up for the OUR Newsletter
· Go to office hours with current or former professors
· Explore resources within your academic department

Navigating the Faculty Research Database
· Search: Keyword search is the most effective way to find research mentors because it will return results of professors from a variety of departments instead of limiting yourself to only one department. 
· Campus: Select the campus where you want to conduct research.
· College/Department filter: To explore all professors within a specific major or department, you can use these filters to narrow your search. (ex. for clinical psychology, select College of Arts and Sciences and Psychology Department)

Based on your search, identify 3-4 faculty researching topics in your areas of interest. Make sure to review their faculty pages in full, including links to publications and lab websites. We advise students to only reach out to one professor at a time, so after making your list, rank them in order of how interested you are in each and draft an email only to your top ranked faculty.
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***Remember, this is not a job board, so some professors on the database may not be actively recruiting undergraduates. The only way to find out is to reach out to them. 
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