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August 11, 2020 
 
Dr. Belle S. Wheelan, President 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges 
1866 Southern Lane 
Decatur, GA  30033-4097 
 
Dear Dr. Wheelan: 
 
This letter serves as notification to the Southern Association of Colleges and School 
Commission on Colleges of two new dual degree programs being undertaken by the 
College of Information and Communication. The University of South Carolina, in 
partnership with National Chengchi University, will offer two dual graduate degrees, 
effective Fall 2020. 
 
Contact information for both parties to the agreement is listed as follows: 
 
For University of South Carolina 
Bob Caslen 
President 
University of South Carolina – Columbia 
206 Osborne Administration Building 
Columbia, SC 29208 
 

For National Chengchi University 
Li-Hsin Kuo 
Dean 
No. 64, Section 2,  
Zhinan Road, Wenshan District 
Taipei City, Taiwan 116

Upon completion of the program, students will earn either a Master of Arts (MA) in 
Journalism and Mass Communications or a Master of Mass Communications (MMC) in 
Journalism and Mass Communications from the University of South Carolina - 
Columbia (USC), and an International Master’s in International Communication Studies 
from the National Chengchi University. Students must meet the degree requirements of 
each institution and each institution will aware a separate degree. The curriculum will 
be collaboratively supervised between the two institutions. No changes are being made 
to curriculum, admissions or other policies. This degree has been approved by the USC 
Board of Trustees and the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education.  
 
The University of South Carolina is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges to award graduate degrees. National Chengchi 
University is not accredited by SACS Commission on Colleges and the accreditation of 
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University of South Carolina does not extend to or include National Chengchi University 
or its students. Further, although University of South Carolina agrees to accept certain 
course work from National Chengchi University to be applied toward an award from 
University of South Carolina, that course work may not be accepted by other colleges or 
universities in transfer, even if it appears on a transcript from University of South 
Carolina. The decision to accept course work in transfer from any institution is made by 
the institution considering the acceptance of credits or course work. 
 
We do not anticipate any new costs associated with the two dual degree programs. The 
signed Memorandum of Understanding and contact information for the program 
representative at National Chengchi University is attached. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions regarding this notification. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
William F. Tate IV  
Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs and Provost 
 
Enclosure 
 
WFT/TH:ks 
 
C: Sabrina Andrews, Executive Director of Institutional Research and Assessment 

Trena Houp, Interim Director of Academic Programs 
Donald Miles, Director of Institutional Effectiveness and Accreditation  
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