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Office of the Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and Provost 

May 8, 2024 

Dr. Kevin Sightler, Director of Substantive Change 
Commission on Colleges 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
1866 Southern Lane 
Decatur, GA  30033-4097 

Dear Dr. Sightler: 

This letter serves as notification to the Southern Association of Colleges and School Commission 
on Colleges of new dual degree programs with Vlerick Business School in Ghent, Belgium 
undertaken by the Darla Moore School of Business.  The University of South Carolina, in 
partnership with Vlerick Business School, will offer a dual graduate degree, effective Fall 2024. 

Contact information for all parties to the agreement is listed as follows: 

For University of South Carolina For University in Ghent, Belgium 
Michael Amiridis Marion Debruyne 
President Dean 
University of South Carolina – Columbia Vlerick Business School 
206 Osborne Administration Building Reep 1 
Columbia, SC 29208  9000 Ghent - Belgium 

The University of South Carolina will welcome Vlerick Business School’s students enrolling in the 
following eligible programs: Masters in Financial Management, Masters in Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, Masters in General Management: Business Analytics & Artificial Intelligence, 
Masters in Marketing and Digital Transformation, Masters in General Management, Masters in 
International Management and Strategy.  Upon completion of the program, students will earn a 
Master of International Business from the University of South Carolina. 

Students must meet the degree requirements of each institution and each institution will award 
separate degrees.  No changes are being made to the curriculum, admissions, or other  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
university policies.  This degree has been approved by the University of South Carolina Board of 
Trustees and the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education. 
 
The University of South Carolina is accredited by the Southern Associate of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges to award master’s degrees.  Our dual degree partners in Ghent, 
Belgium and Barcelona, Span are not accredited by SACS Commission on Colleges and the 
accreditation of University of South Carolina does not extend to or include Vlerick Business 
School or its students.  Further, although the University of South Carolina agrees to accept 
certain coursework from Vlerick Business School to be applied toward an award from University 
of South Carolina, that coursework may not be accepted by other colleges or universities in 
transfer, even if it appears on a transcript from University of South Carolina. The decision to 
accept coursework in transfer from any institution is made by the institution considering the 
acceptance of credits or coursework. 
 
We do not anticipate any new costs associated with this dual degree program. The signed 
Memorandum of Understanding and contact information for the program representative at 
Vlerick Business School is attached. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions regarding this notification.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Donna Arnett 
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
 
DA/TH:jp 
 
cc:  
 Trena Houp, Executive Director of Academic Program Planning and Decision Support 

Donald Miles, Executive Director of Institutional Research, Assessment and Analytics 
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