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4.3 If an institution’s governing board does not retain sole legal authority and operating control 

in a multiple-level governance system, then the institution clearly defines that authority 

and control for the following areas within its governance structure: (a) institution’s mission, 

(b) fiscal stability of the institution, and (c) institutional policy. 

(Multi-level governance) 

Compliance 

Institutional mission: Principal documents demonstrating compliance include Article IV 

Section I of the Board bylaws and the University of South Carolina Board policies, 

specifically BTRU 1.00 and 1.02. The South Carolina Code of Laws (Section 59-117-40) 

stipulates that the institution shall develop policies and goals directing the president to 

implement and achieve those policies and goals, approving degrees awarded, designating 

academic chairs and professorships, levying fees and charges, reviewing and approving 

budgets, and approving appointments and salaries of principal officials. The Board is 

further vested with the responsibility for clarity and focus on mission of each of its 

institutions. The institution's current mission statement was reviewed and approved by 

the University of Board of Trustees on October 11, 2019, and the mission statement was 

approved by the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education on December 5, 2019. 

Fiscal stability of the institution: The process and structure for ensuring fiduciary 

oversight are outlined in Articles VIII Section IV of the bylaws, which describe a 

uniform system for establishing the necessary internal controls to ensure that institutional 

funds are expended and recorded appropriately. The bylaws outline the structure for the 

Executive and Governance Committee, which guides the planning and financial work of 

the Board, exercising general supervision of the finances of the institution, reviewing 

proposed budgets applications for state appropriations.  

Institutional Policy: The South Carolina Code of Laws authorizes the University of South 

Carolina Board of Trustees to oversee the policy direction for each institution under its 

purview. The Trustees’ Bylaws and Board policies are the official repository of 

institutional policies and procedures for the Board of Trustees. Meeting minutes were 

provided demonstrating the Trustees’ authority. 
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